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Senate 
The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was 

called to order by the President pro 
tempore (Mr. HATCH). 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Almighty and eternal God, You are 

hidden from our sight, but we feel Your 
presence. Incline our spirits to seek 
You, our minds to know You, and our 
hearts to love You. Forgive us when we 
fail to hunger and thirst for righteous-
ness. 

Bless our lawmakers. Join them in 
heart, mind, and soul to do their best 
for the common good. Keep them so 
dedicated to Your purposes that they 
will do justly, love mercy, and walk 
humbly with You. 

Lord, into Your hands we commit our 
Nation and world. 

We pray in Your marvelous Name. 
Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The President pro tempore led the 
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
HELLER). The majority leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

ENERGY AND WATER DEVELOP-
MENT AND RELATED AGENCIES 
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2016—MO-
TION TO PROCEED 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to Calendar No. 96, 
H.R. 2028. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

Motion to proceed to Calendar No. 96, H.R. 
2028, a bill making appropriations for energy 
and water development and related agencies 
for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2016, 
and for other purposes. 

CLOTURE MOTION 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

send a cloture motion to the desk. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-

ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 
We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-

ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the mo-
tion to proceed to Calendar No. 96, H.R. 2028, 
an act making appropriations for energy and 
water development and related agencies for 
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2016, and 
for other purposes. 

Thad Cochran, Bill Cassidy, Roy Blunt, 
Mark Kirk, Thom Tillis, James 
Lankford, Cory Gardner, Orrin G. 
Hatch, John Thune, Johnny Isakson, 
Lisa Murkowski, James M. Inhofe, 
Susan M. Collins, Lamar Alexander, 
Shelley Moore Capito, Mitch McCon-
nell. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the man-
datory quorum call be waived. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

FAA REAUTHORIZATION BILL 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, 

today the Senate is closer to passing 
the most comprehensive aviation secu-
rity reforms in years, and I hope we 
will do so today. This important legis-
lation will bolster security for trav-
elers and look out for consumers’ inter-
ests. 

Here is how it will help improve secu-
rity: by improving vetting and inspec-
tions of airport employees to deter ter-
rorist attacks; by expanding security 
measures and prescreening zones, 
which are often vulnerable; by shoring 

up security for international flights 
coming into our airports; and by im-
proving preparation for everything 
from cyber security attacks to active 
shooter scenarios to outbreaks of com-
municable diseases. 

This legislation will also benefit con-
sumers by requiring airlines to offer re-
funds for lost or delayed bags, by pro-
viding more information on things like 
seat availability, and by improving 
travel for passengers with disabilities. 
It accomplishes this without increasing 
taxes or fees on passengers and without 
imposing heavyhanded regulations that 
diminish choice for travelers. 

This important FAA reauthorization 
and airport security legislation is the 
result of strong leadership by Senator 
THUNE, the chair of the Commerce 
Committee, and Senator AYOTTE, the 
chair of the Aviation Subcommittee, as 
well as their Democratic counterparts, 
Senators NELSON and CANTWELL. They 
worked diligently across party lines, 
listened to their colleagues’ ideas, and 
never stopped working for legislation 
both sides could support. 

In the Commerce Committee, nearly 
60 amendments were accepted from 
both sides, and the bill passed by voice 
vote. On the floor, more than a dozen 
amendments were accepted from both 
sides, and I am optimistic that we will 
soon pass it here on a bipartisan basis. 
I appreciate the efforts of the bill man-
agers to work through amendments 
and move the bill forward. 

This important FAA reauthorization 
and airport security legislation was bi-
partisan from the start. It shows why 
returning to regular order is so impor-
tant. It is another example of what can 
be achieved in this Republican-led Sen-
ate—a Senate we put back to work for 
the American people. 

ENERGY POLICY MODERNIZATION BILL 
Mr. President, thanks to an agree-

ment reached last night, the Senate is 
now poised to pass broad, bipartisan 
energy legislation too. We have an 
agreement to take the Energy Policy 
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